MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE SYCAMORE TREE PUBLIC HOUSE, COLWINSTON, ON TUESDAY 12th OCTOBER, 2010 AT 7.00 PM.

1
ATTENDANCE

Councillors:


P Graham-Woollard – Chairman





G W Bates – Deputy Chairman





W Bellin
Mrs S J Carter

Apologies:



County Councillor R P Thomas

Councillor A J Austin
Councillor M R Shave


Clerk:



Mr B J Graham-Woollard
Member of the public:
Mrs Eleanor Marks.

2
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
2.1
September Meeting
It was proposed by Councillor G W Bates, and seconded by Councillor W Bellin that the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday, 14th September, 2010, be signed by the Chairman as a true record.  Carried unanimously.
3
MATTERS ARISING
3.1
Financial Audit 2009/10 & Treasurer’s Report
The Clerk reported that he had sent the requested information to Mazars, but had not yet received any reply.
3.2
Vacancy following resignation of Councillor
In regard to the vacancy following the resignation of Councillor Sweeney, the Chairman welcomed Mrs. Eleanor Marks as an observer who had been the only formal applicant for co-opted membership.  Mrs Marks said, however, that she was currently considering withdrawing due to the possibility of a conflict of interest as a result of her Welsh Assembly Government role.  The Chairman also reported that Councillor M Shave had put forward his resignation as he was moving away from the area.  The Chairman said that it was of concern that no new, and/or younger members were applying to sit on the Community Council.  Councillor Mrs S Carter said that they may be held back by the stringent rules governing application which were difficult for laymen to understand.  It was agreed that, in future, notifications needed to be clearer provided that they still complied with the Statutory Regulations.
The Chairman also reiterated that there was the fear that if the Community Council was to fold through lack of membership, the powers would revert back to the Vale and major issues would be difficult to champion against or for – e.g. the roads, motocross, etc.  The Chairman said that this meant that the village currently had a greater voice within the Vale community.  The Chairman suggested that there was a need to pursue interests in regard to vacancies further, and reiterated that this would change in 2012 with new Council elections.  It was proposed by Councillor G Bates and seconded by Councillor Mrs S Carter that the Clerk request formal notification from the Electoral Registration Officer, Anne Bernard and seek advice on the matter.  Agreed unanimously.
3.3
Planning Application - PDC-MPH-2010-00923FUL - Crack Hill Motocross
The Clerk declared a conflict of interest in relation to his Welsh Assembly Government role and handed over the taking of notes for this part of the meeting to the Chairman.  The Chairman added that the Clerk would not be permitted to take any role in the issue and that all issues concerning this matter would be passed on to the Chairman.
The Chairman reported that the notice drawing people’s attention to the application had been circulated by members of the Community Council.  Some villagers had approached members of the Community Council to ask if they needed to re-send their opinions.  The Chairman said that all had been informed that as this was a new application, they would need to re-send their comments.  The Chairman reported that he had also spoken to Darren Lewis, lawyer and that Mr Lewis had prepared a brief on the Motocross application which he had forwarded to the Chairman.  The Chairman said that he had spoken to Councillors A Austin and G Bates regarding the brief and agreed that it should be used to support the views of the Community Council to reject the application.  The Chairman reported that this had then been sent to the Planning Officer at the Vale Council.
The Chairman further stated that he had been in contact with Emma Harvey in regard to the letter used by the applicant from Mr Brian Kelman at the Vale of Glamorgan Council, indicating that in his view the comments made by others was spurious in regard to the former application.  The Chairman had asked that this was rebutted.  The Chairman reported that Ms Harvey, Miles Punter and Rob Thomas had looked at this seriously and Mr Thomas had written back to the Chairman.  The Chairman read the letter in regard to his response to Mr Kelman’s letter.  Mr Thomas noted that although the highways point of view was that there was adequate access on to the adopted highway and that there was adequate parking, the application could not be approved.  The previous application was therefore refused because of the nature of damage to agricultural land, the noise, the intrusive nature of the development, the ecological destruction of the land and the inappropriate use of the land, along with it being in contradiction to several codes within the Unitary Development Plan.
Furthermore, the impact upon the highway and the traffic within the area would be extremely negative and also could cause major problems.  The letter also stated that the observations were made without prejudice, that a new application had been made, and that the letter would not be considered within the application.  In the letter, Mr Thomas stated that he would also ensure that the officer concerned would not be involved in the process.  The Chairman said that he believed that the letter was the position of Mr Thomas and the Vale of Glamorgan Council as far as he could take the matter.
The Chairman re-iterated that the current application would still be assessed along with the comments from all the villagers.  The Chairman also felt that the letter was constructive in answering the queries of the Community Council.  The Chairman agreed to write back to Mr Thomas and thank him for his observations but that the Community Council was concerned about the matter.  The Chairman also reported that the application would have to go to the Planning Committee before a decision would be made.
3.4
Green Links Transport Scheme
The Chairman said that it had been referred to in the newsletter.  The Clerk had put more leaflets in the Pub with the approval of the Landlord as agreed.
3.5
Community Projects

-
Little Hill

-
Village Green

The Chairman said that, in regard to the Little Hill, four more substantial bushes had been planted at the top at no extra charge.  The Chairman said that the end boards were in hand and that he was still awaiting a quote but that this had been delayed due to the weather.  In regard to the seat, it was agreed to let this lie until the CASH grant money had gone through.  It was proposed by Councillor Bates and seconded by Councillor W Bellin that the Community Council offer to pay for the seat once the CASH Grant money had been received.  Agreed unanimously.
3.6
Binding of Minutes
The Chairman reported that he was missing five sets of minutes and once he had found them, he would take them all to Brown’s in Cowbridge to arrange for them to be put on an electronic disk.  On-going.
3.7
Notice Board

The Chairman reported that the carpenter would have a look at the notice board for the school again in a couple of weeks, but that this had been delayed due to the weather.  Ongoing.
3.8
Newsletter – Colwinston News & Views
The Chairman reported that he had missed the newsletter, but that he would write a note for the next one.
3.9
Reception of Broadband
The Chairman reported that the reception of broadband continued to fluctuate in reliability and that he had spoken again to Alun Cairns MP regarding the matter.  The Chairman said that trying to contact BT was continuing to be very difficult although the signal had been increased, many villagers were finding that if they were on line at the same time as others, the signal was compromised.  Councillor G Bates said that there was an optic cable on the A48 and another at Golygfa (“Seasons”) which went as far as Yew Tree Farmhouse.  Councillor Bates said that an ordinary copper wire served the rest of the village.  Councillor Bates asked whether the Chairman could make enquiries to find out if the village could be connected to the optic cable on the A48 and the whole village upgraded.  The Chairman agreed that he would take this matter further.
3.10
Boundary Query
The Chairman said that he had not heard anything from Miles Punter in regard to the formal ownership of the Ford and the wetlands area, but would contact him again.
3.11
CASH Grant 2010-11
In regard to the CASH grant, the Chairman was awaiting the officers to come out to look at the projects, and would hopefully report further information at the meeting in November.
3.12
Damage to the grass verge by the School
Councillor G Bates said that he hadn’t been able to make the School Governors October meeting, so therefore it would be held over for another time.
3.13
Best Kept Village Competition

The Chairman said that he would like to note that the Community was very grateful for all the hard work which the former Councillor Shave had done in regard to the litter and the Best Kept Village Competition.  The Chairman said that this would be discussed again in the New Year.
3.14
Surface Water – The Old Parsonage
Councillor Mrs S Carter reported that road works were being carried out by Welsh Water to fix the problem.
3.15
Clerk’s Salary
The Chairman declared an interest and handed the chair of the meeting to the Deputy Chairman.  The Deputy Chairman put the issue forward as to whether there should be an increase on the Clerk’s salary to the next increment.  The Clerk’s current salary is £8.60.  It was proposed by Councillor S Carter and seconded by Councillor W Bellin to increase to the hourly rate to £8.91, consistent with recommendations from One Voice Wales.  Agreed unanimously.  The Deputy Chairman then handed the Chair of the meeting back to the Chairman.
3.16
Quarry Liaison Committee
The Chairman reported that he had written to the VoG to suggest disbanding of the Committee.  The Chairman said that he would await to see the outcome.
3.17
Dog fouling
In regard to this issue, the Chairman said that he would put a note on this for next month’s newsletter to ask people to clear up after their dogs.  He did, however, state that most villagers were responsible dog owners and cleared up after their dogs.

In regard to the purchase of new bins for the Vale to remedy the problem in the Vale, and new Salt bins, as the County Councillor Thomas was unable to attend the meeting, this would be taken forward to the next meeting.  To be carried over to the November meeting.
4
HIGHWAY MATTERS

4.1
General Highway Matters

The Chairman gave a report on highway matters as follows:

· Damaged Roads

The Chairman agreed that he would write to the Vale Council in regard to the potholes on Tŵmpath.
· Grass cutting

The Chairman reported that he had written to P Beaman at the Vale Council in regard to the grass cutting.  The Chairman said that he had gone around the village with the parks officer.  The parks officer said that the areas would be re-cut, and any damaged areas re-seeded.  The reply from the officer apologised for the damage caused, but that he was unsure as to why this was the case.  The Chairman added that Mr Beaman had said that steps had been taken to ensure that there was no repeat of this action.  However, the Chairman reiterated that the Community Council should look at the possibility of having the cuts carried out by a contractor.  To be looked at in January 2011 as part of the precept discussions.
5
TREASURER’S REPORT

5.1
Report of Accounts

In the absence of the Treasurer, the Chairman presented the report on his behalf.

The Chairman reported that the following statements had been received from the Bank:

The Current Account held £1436.09.
The Deposit Account held £7185.39.
6
CLERK’S REPORT
6.1
CASH Grant for Christmas 2010
The Clerk reported that he had received a letter from the Vale Council stating that the CASH Grant for Christmas was available again this year and that the amount available was £400.00 to go towards the Christmas festivities.  The Clerk asked Councillors to put forward suggestions for an application.

6.2
Clerk’s Expenses
The Chairman declared an interest and handed the chair of the meeting to the Deputy Chairman.  The Clerk’s expenses for the period 7th July to 30th September were in total of £355.27.  It was proposed by Councillor Mrs S Carter and seconded by Councillor W Bellin that the Clerk be paid.  Agreed unanimously.  The Deputy Chairman then gave control of the meeting back to the Chairman.
7
OTHER BUSINESS
7.1
Village Green

The Chairman said that the Village Green was suffering from two issues, the extension of the Old School House and the car parking by the telephone box.

The Chairman acknowledged that the owners were kind enough to provide electricity for the Christmas Tree, but said that it would be nice to see their extension built in order that the Village Green was no longer blighted by the yellow tape.  It was agreed that Councillor G Bates would speak to the owners to ask about the development.

The Chairman was also concerned with the parking of the vehicle on the Village Green.  The Chairman said that the owner of the vehicle now seemed to use the area as a secondary parking space at all times.  The Chairman proposed two options – a no waiting order could be applied for, or a removable post put in, which could cost £200.  The area is currently home to the BT phone box, and there is a requirement to allow BT to access the phone box.  However, it was agreed that the Chairman would ask Councillor Austin to speak to the owners and that this would be reviewed at the November meeting.

7.2
Car park behind St.Michael’s Church

Councillor G Bates said that the car park behind the church was in a dreadful condition, which was a shame since there was a lot of work carried out to put it in place.  The Chairman said that the access to the car park is adopted highway, the car park is the property of the Vale Council, along with the footpaths around the area.  Councillor Mrs S Carter said that it has become extremely dangerous to walk down the paths.  The Chairman said that he had previously spoken to the Vale Council about this, but to no avail, as the Vale Council said that the funds were not available.

The Chairman suggested that this be put forward to County Councillor R Thomas as a complaint as the area had become dangerous.  The Chairman said that this might have to be considered at the precept meeting in January and that the Community Council would take care of the area instead of the Vale Council, thereby paying a contractor to take care of the area.  Agreed.

7.3
National Eisteddfod 2012

The Clerk declared a conflict of interest in relation to his Welsh Assembly Government role and handed over the taking of notes for this part of the meeting to the Chairman.  The Chairman added that the Clerk would not be permitted to take any role in the issue and that all issues concerning this matter would be passed on to the Chairman.
Councillor W Bellin raised the importance of the National Eisteddfod being held in Llandow in 2012.  It was agreed that Councillor Bellin would put a note in the newsletter about the event.

8
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
8.1
The date of the Next Meeting

It was agreed that the next meeting will be held on Tuesday, the 9th of November at 7.00 pm at the Sycamore Public House, Colwinston.
There being no further business, the Meeting was closed at 9.00 pm.

Signed
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....

Chairman, Colwinston Community Council

Date
09/11/2010

Signed
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Clerk, Colwinston Community Council

Date
09/11/2010
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